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letter to the Times denouncing, in veiled but signi-
ficant terms, the scheme of " our miraculous
Premier" to the world. What the Premier was
actually planning has not yet transpired ; but the
fleet did not sail, and " this, perhaps," observes his
biographer, " was the most useful act in Carlyle's
whole life."1

Be her cause just or unjust, Russia's generals
conduct the operations of war with the same
invariable stupidity. On this occasion, as before
in the Crimea and afterwards on a far greater scale
in Manchuria, her armies suffered a series of dis-
creditable defeats ; and the same section of English
society that had applauded Louis Napoleon, the
Southern slave-holders, and Governor Eyre, now
found fresh cause for congratulation in the perfor-
mances of the victorious Pashas. At last a
competent strategist, Todleben, the defender of
Sebastopol, was placed in virtual command of
the Czar's invading armies, and the Turkish
defence collapsed 'at every point. On advancing
to within striking distance of Constantinople the
conquerors found themselves confronted by an
English fleet. Again war seemed imminent, and
again prudent counsels prevailed. Without enter-
ing the enemy's capital, Russia was in a position
to dictate terms of peace. Her demands were, in
the circumstances, not excessive. Originally under-
taken for the deliverance of Bulgaria, the war was
to have for its chief result the constitution of an
autonomous Bulgarian Principality, with a popula-
tion of four millions and a territory somewhat less

1 Froude, Life of CarlyUj vol. iv., pp. 441-42.